Toxoplasmosis is a zoonosis, and all warm-blooded vertebrates are potentially susceptible to infection with this parasite. Oocysts excreted by domestic cats and other felines, as well as tissue cysts in prey, are sources of Toxoplasma gondii for domestic and wild animals. We are interested in the transmission of T. gondii in wild animals that are in contact with humans in urban areas (Hancock et al., 2005) . The prevalence of antibodies to T. gondii in omnivores collected in urban areas should reflect the presence of oocysts in the environment and tissue cysts in food items of these animals.
Little is known about the prevalence of T. gondii in striped skunks (Mephitis mephitis) or opossums (Didelphis virginiana). Toxoplasma gondii genotype III was isolated from 3 of 6 asymptomatic striped skunks from Mississippi (Dubey, Parnell et al., 2004) . Two of the 3 isolated from these skunks were mouse pathogens even though they were molecularly consistent with the mouse avirulent genotype III. Toxoplasma gondii (genotype not determined) has been isolated from opossums (Smith and Frenkel, 1995) . Many serosurveys indicate that T. gondii is highly prevalent in raccoons (Procyon lotor) from the United States (reviewed by Hancock et al., 2005) . All 3 genotypes of encysted T. gondii have been isolated from the tissues of naturally infected raccoons (Lindsay et al., 1997; Dubey, Graham et al., 2004) . The present study was conducted to determine the prevalence of agglutinating antibodies to T. gondii in striped skunks, opossums, and raccoons from Connecticut.
Sera from 24 striped skunks, 7 opossums, and 12 raccoons from urban or peri-urban areas in 8 cities in Connecticut were examined for agglutinating antibodies using the modified direct agglutination test (MAT) for T. gondii employing formalin-fixed, RH strain tachyzoites as antigen (Dubey and Desmonts, 1987) . Animals used in this study were collected alive with the assistance of nuisance wildlife control personal in Connecticut. They were collected in the cities of Branford, Cheshire, Hamden, Madison, and Wallingford in eastern New Haven County and Durham, Killingworth, and Middletown in western Middlesex County. Animals were humanely killed. Blood was obtained immediately at death by cardiac puncture and placed into a collection tube. The serum was collected and placed in a microcentrifuge tube and frozen at Ϫ70 C. Frozen sera were sent to the Center for Molecular Medicine and Infectious Diseases, Department of Biomedical Sciences and Pathobiology, Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia, for MAT. Sera were examined at dilutions of 1:50, 1:100, and 1:500 in the MAT.
Sera from 24 striped skunks collected in 6 cities were examined. Thirteen were male, and 11 were female. All males were adults, 9 females were adults, and 2 were juveniles. Their collection locations are presented in Table I . Sera from 7 opossum (4 males and 3 females; all adults) and 12 raccoons (8 males and 4 females; all adults) were also examined (Table II) .
Ten (42%) of the 24 sera collected from striped skunks were positive (Table I) . Sera from 5 males were positive, and sera from 6 females were positive. One of the 2 juvenile females was MAT-positive at a dilution of 1:100 (Table I) .
Sera from 2 (29%) of the 7 opossums were positive in the MAT, and all of the sera samples from the 12 raccoons were positive in the MAT. Locations of the 8 cities from which animals were collected and MAT titers are given in Table II . Franti et al. (1976) found that 7 (22%) of 32 striped skunks from northern California were positive for antibodies to T. gondii in the indirect hemagglutination test. Schowalter et al. (1980) reported that 81 (15%) of 542 of striped skunks, collected in the prairie of Alberta and Saskatchewan were positive for antibodies to T. gondii in the indirect hemagglutination test. Smith et al. (1992) found that 2 (29%) of 7 striped skunks from swine farms in central Iowa were positive in the MAT, and Hill et al. (1998) found that 38 (47%) of 81 striped skunks from Iowa were positive in the MAT. These findings are similar to the 42% prevalence reported in the present study. Smith et al. (1992) reported that 1 (3%) of 34 opossums from swine farms in central Iowa were positive in the MAT, and Hill et al. (1998) reported that 12 (23%) of 53 opossums from Iowa were positive in the MAT. The finding of 29% prevalence in opossums in the present study is only slightly higher than that of Hill et al. (1998) .
All the raccoons in the present study presented serological evidence of T. gondii infection. Hancock et al. (2005) reviewed the serological prevalence data on raccoons in the United States and reported that studies indicated that from 15 to 84% of raccoons examined using the MAT were positive.
We thank Peter Aubrey for assistance in collection of animals. Supported in part by a BRIDGE grant, Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine to D. S. L. and a grant from the Faculty Research Committee, Quinnipiac University to D. J. R.
